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lay mines in Norwegian waters, in reply to their violation
bv German sailors, than the Government of the Reich
gave the order for the invasion of Denmark and Norway.
In Denmark the German troops received an immediate
welcome, only a few individuals upholding the honour of
their country's name. In Norway, however, they were to
come up against a pride which was something more than
outward show.
But the German Command had prepared its expedition
with care. The " Fifth Column " had made sure of accom-
plices among the politicians, in the army and chiefly in
the ports, where, directly the signal for the invasion proper
was given, German soldiers, disguised until then as civilians
or merchant seamen, threw off the mask and, under the
eyes of the dazed Norwegians, seized certain key positions,
in particular the port of Narvik, the outlet of the " iron
route/' and the port of Trondheim, the only one equipped
for the landing of artillery. Thus forestalled, the Allies
would have the heavy handicap of having to take those
ports by force.
The object of Hitler's enterprise was twofold. Firstly,
he aimed at loosening the grip of the Franco-British
blockade which was endeavouring to cut the " iron route "
to the disadvantage of Germany. Secondly, his purpose
was to have the Norwegian coasts at his disposal for naval
and aerial bases against the British Isles. The stake was
therefore considerable, and the fact did not escape either
Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Churchill, or M. Paul Reynaud
and M. Daladier. Narvik! That had been one of the
last ideas of M. Daladier's term of office. Why was no
advantage taken of the violation of Norwegian waters by
the Altmark to take precautions in the harbours of Narvik
and Trondheim; there would be no occasion to raise the
blockade of them! It was Mr. Churchill who declared
that too many scruples did harm rather than honour.
Would it be possible to make up the time, lost once again ?
The Governments of London and Paris set to work on